
Glen Burnie East: Pregnancy center receives ultrasound technology 

 

Ellie Chamberlin, widow of Knights of Columbus member Gene 
Chamberlin, cuts the pink and blue ribbon on an ultrasound machine 
donated to Mary’s Center in her husband’s memory. Looking on are Jim 
Juknelis, former Grand Knight, Mary’s Center board of directors member 
Linda Rhinehart, Chamberlin’s daughter Becky Brown and Mary’s Center 
director Judy Crowninshield. (Courtesy photo/HANDOUT) 
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Mary's Center, a Glen Burnie pregnancy resource, recently 
received a large gift from St. Philip Neri Council 14612. 
Marked by a ribbon cutting ceremony March 30, the 
center received its new ultrasound machine, valued at 
$52,000. 
 
"Ultrasound imaging is regarded as the most effective tool 
in saving our nation's babies from the horrible death of 
abortion," former Knights of Columbus Grand Knight Jim 
Juknelis said. 
 
"Industry resources report that over 90 percent of 
expectant mothers considering abortion choose life after 
they meet their baby via ultrasound," Juknelis said. "When 
they see their baby's little body, its fingers and toes, and 
they hear their baby's heartbeat, the mother knows it's her 
child not her 'choice'." 
 
Since 2009, the Knights of Columbus has been conducting 
its Ultrasound Initiative Program, with the goal of 

providing all pro-life resource centers with ultrasound 
technology. Mary's Center is the only Catholic pregnancy 
center within the Archdiocese of Baltimore. 
 
Pregnant mothers who qualify for assistance can receive 
free services and material items such as pregnancy testing, 
maternity and baby or toddler clothing and essential baby 
gear. 
 
The center is staffed entirely by volunteers, and includes 
ultrasound technicians who also work professionally in the 
community. The center has Spanish-speaking volunteers 
available. 
 
Mary's Center is the twentieth center in Maryland to 
receive ultrasound technology from the Knights of 
Columbus. Juknelis said St. Philip Neri Council in 
Linthicum raised several thousand dollars through a 
collection at the church. The Knights of Columbus State 
Council contributed several more thousand, and the 
Supreme Council in Connecticut matched all funds to 
achieve the goal. 
 
Juknelis said the machine also was dedicated in memory 
of recently deceased Knight Gene Chamberlin. 
 
"Gene was a World War II veteran who served his country 
at the Battle of the Bulge," Juknelis said. "He was a St. 
Philip Neri Council officer and Knight of the Year in 2014." 
 
Chamberlin's widow Ellie and the couple's daughter 
attended the dedication, along with new Auxiliary Bishop 
Mark Brennan of the Archdiocese. 
 
For more information about the center, visit 
http://maryscentermd.org. 
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